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T ALWAYS was easy for Miss Deborah to make
a choice and she had chosen
ly a moments hesitation Therefore not

Lucy advice she wanted but merely the gudrt
admiration Cowslip was a pretty Aljlerney

The only fault that could be found with her looks
was a white patch placed on her face In an irregular
way which Lucy felt instinctively try
ing to Lotitia and yet It did not of
importance to prevent the purchase

When the cow arrived the whole family went out
to the barn to see her Installed and John EsthjBr and
the children were loud in their pralsas Miss Letltiaf
looked at her In a more critical spirit

How many cows did you have to chopse from
she asked Deborah

Three J
I should think you might have found a better

looking one
Why I love fawn color said Father
The color is all right but that white paten on her

face drives me wild It Is so onesided
I didnt think about that said Deborah
I never knew anyone with so little aesthetic sense

as you have Letitia remarked I
should have bought a cow that was not conspicuous
However If you and Lucy like her it is of no conse
quence whether I am satisfied I am quite accus
tomed to accepting the choice of others Only I cant
see how two people with average eyes could have
looked at that cow without noticing that the white
spot gave her a weird expression Her milk will be
just as she added with an assumption of
cheerfulness

Miss Deborahs pleasure in the possession of the
row was Vrled to recol
lect whether Daisy and Dandelion had white spots on
their faces and went so to suggest
might effect an exchange tNo said Miss Letitia You have bought her and

Letitia had nothing but the highest prajse to
Cowslips milk and cream Iliad no idea there wftg
such n difference between cows milk and milkmans
milk she observed graciously-

The babys drooping health revived the children
took long draughts of milk at frequent intervals and
the family reveled in desserts with an accompaniment-
of whipped cream They were a happy family for a
month and then Cowslln fell ill

I have always heard that Alderneys are more
delicate than any other cows Miss Letitia observed
ominously at breakfast one morning

Look here Letitia Wyatt said Miss Deborah Iill stand a great you but that is a little
too much The next time we have a cow may
choose her and see to the whole her T hadthe bother of buying Cowslip and I have hud no end
of trouble with her first and last and I wont standbeing criticised

tltla looked at her sister reproachfully Debo
rahs occasional outbreaks of temper were one ofchief trials of her lot They were so unreasonable
KO nnexoecUd

My dear she said gently I was not erlUclslnsr

never e ed to tbe thankful that she had inheritedher mothers even temper
I was a beast Miss Deborah owned remorsefully

T am tired with anxiety about Cowslip She is adear creature and she looked at me this morning
with such sad reproachful yen begging me to dosomething to help her Heaven knows I would spend
sly life with if it would do any goon

Why dont y ju hold an umbrella over her AuntDeborah Jack
have been thinking of something of the kindThe veterinary surgeon says she is tofi

moved We cant even get her Into therick tied a wet sponge to her stiltfeels the I proposed to Patrick
make some sort of a shelter for her but he didntsee It in that light He was drlv with other dockas he expressed it That Is the trouble with havingonly a tenth of a man When I am rich 1 shall keep
n whole one I wish Laura Macau ley would lend meher sketching umbrella

Lily and Jack dashed In quest of Miss MacaulevThey not commiRRfoned to do so but thoughtit well to take time by the forelock
Laura Macauley cool and selfcontainedting on the piazza with the latest Atlantic MonthlyIn her hands when two breathless disheveled children rushed upto her

Please Miss Laura Aunt Deborah wants to boryour sketching umbrella panted Jack
Aunt Deborah wants to borrow my sketching

Umbrella Miss repeated incredulously
Phe had never the arts with Miss DeborahWyatt

It is for the cow Lily explained
Miss Macauley was under the impression that some-

body wanted to make a sketch of Miss Deborahs
favorite Who paints at your house she inquired-

It is for the cow Lily repeated She IB sick and
we thought It would be a good plan to hold an um-
brella over her and yours is the biggest in toWn

Did your Aunt Deborah send you here
She didnt exactly send us Lily confessed She

Just wished you would lend herthe umbrella and
came for it to save time

Miss Macauleys sense of humor was not of the
keenest but the picture of Miss Deborah Wyatt who
had always scorned the amount of wasted time that
the sketching umbrella represented being reduced to

It for her row appealed even to her
Phe threw back her head and laughed

The cow is real sick said Jack I dont se why
you think its so funny

nave got it Aunt the children said a
little later as they thrust the sketching Umbrella
Into Miss Deborahs astonished hands

My dear children Who told you to go for that
umbrolla

We thought WP would surprise you-
I was only joking I never dreamed of really bor
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rowing Lauras sacred umbrella Letitia do you
think I ought to send it back Miss Deborahs

of temper left her in a chastened mood Under
these circumstances she was willing to ask her sis
ters advice-

I dont know What did she say children
She laughed and laughed when shq heard the cow

sick I guess she wouldnt think it was so funny
if t was her cow And she said what wag it she
saLcl Lily She was so particular for remember

ahe Said Please give my compliments to your
Aunt Deborah and tell am glad
push A good use for my sketching umbrella

Ypu may as well keep it as she was kind
o send it Letitia counseled So the umbrella

stayed Miss Deborah and the children went with it
into the inclosure behind the garden where the cow
was stretched limply on the grass Miss Deborah
planted the umbrella firmly in the ground and Its
generous shade kept the sun from poor Cowslips
head

There said Miss Deborah when her work was
accomplished glad that umbrella Is doing a
useful deed for once in its life Children run In and
asjc your Aunt Letitia to give you the big palmleaf
fan that stands on the top of the righthand bookcase
in the library and I will fan this poor creature the
flies are troubling her And bring out the little camp
stool

There was nothing funny to the children in the pic
ture their Aunt Deborah made as she sat on her
camp stool that hot forenoon waving her large palm
leaf fan and it is safe to assert that the humorous
side did not strike Cowslip Miss Letitia was amused
when she sallied out toward 12 oclpck to see how her
sister was faring

Deborah you look too absurd in your short skirt
with that huge fan under that immense umbrella
You remind me of a toad under a toadstool I never
saw anything so funny in my life

I am glad if you are amused-
I wish you could see yourself said Miss Letitia

and she laughed again Perhaps you would like me
to send your dinner to you she said Ironically-

I should like to swear at you Letitia Wyatt that
is what I should like You are enough to drive a
saint crazv

I didnt mean to make you angry I never can
tell what is going to make you angry Letitia

In an injured tone It was merely in fun
You can usually see the funny side of things as well
as anyone-

If you think it Is easy to see the funny side of the
dangerous illness of your only cow when you have
been broiling like a lobster in her service you can
take your turn and try it I am a little tired and
will give up my placet to you willingly

Thank The sun always gives mp a headache-
It is lucky that I am so constituted that I like the

scorching sun
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Deborah dear I am sure ypu very Do
leave that cow to herself A few flies wont hurt
her You are im ortanc than the cow If
she is going to die shewill die and
get well she will get wen

Goodby Letitia Wyatt I have enjoycfl your can
exceedingly but I think you ought not Jostay out
any longer in the broiling sun

Why dont you get Lily and Jack to fan
Why dont 1 get chain lightning to me-
Debowthj insist your

Dining into the Tiousfc at once 4
Letitia I wont

Deborah had been fully Iptcndlngf to take a
but she was not going to boordered In by

Letitia v

Miss Letitia went back and held a
As the result Lucy out presently wltha glass
of lemonade and a piece of sponge cakepow Deborah just let me a few
mmutes she coaxed as her sister gCatef uljy j cept
ed the proffered lunch

My dear you will get a sunstroke I shall not
allow it on any account Ka

Then come if with me Whenitgets cooler
can fan her again

I am going to fan Cowslip as long asI like
When John came home a little later ho taken

into Miss Letitias confidence
Your Aunt Deborah has one of

she infprmed him She will stay aria fan that cow
until she drops

r
Aunt Deborah or the cow v
It is no joking matter It is

dleaged lady sitting under sketching
fanning a cow and declaring that dic-
tated to by anybody Try If you cant m ke her
listen to reason John

John obediently went out to incSofiuVeXtUt is
a pleasant day Aunt Deborah he hogan blandly

Very-
A trifle warm he suggested 5

A trifle
Give me that fan I want to try fanning Cqwsllp

a minute
She rose from her camp stool and

placeHow
long have you been out he

he swung the fan briskly buck und forth
Sixteen years judging by my t eUngsC
I thought so It Is six months since I came out
Do you think Cowslip is golnfa to die MiSs De

borah inquired anxiously
t

I am pretty sure If you and I both sacrifice our
lives for her sake she wont

You ridiculous boy Come you rfever did like to
do anything useful Let me take my place again

Aunt Deborah I am going to sIt camp stool
and fan the cow until you promise
house
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John dont be obstinate
If I am I inherited the trait from a collateral
Give me that fan
Dont you wish you could get It
John you are behaving like a boy of II
Aunt Deborah you are behaving like a girl of
Well perhaps you are right I dont know whit

has into me today but when Letitte came out In
her morning gown faking so cool and supe
rlciii laughed at mo in my short skirt and told

In vowed stira step
T havent on u white cown aad Im not afld

superior
There are days when Lotitia newrtBoh1

edge Miss I know ifl wrong
of for she Is always so reasonable and
tempered

I ajn seldom reasonable and only
by atcident John observed tranquilly Aunt

how long do you mean to keep ineoiit here
c J advise you to go In at once

t shant until you do
How can I allow myself to be routed by Letitia
You are only being routed by me I

and I shall begin to swear presently you know
wouldnt like that

I am not so sure It would be a relief to have
somebody swear

They walked amicably back to the house John
promising to come out again before dinner to give
Cowslip another fanning-

I was sure John would make you listen to rea-
son Miss Letitia said serenely looking up from the
bookshe was reading in the shaded library

Miss Deborah pressed her lips firmly together and
gave her sister in pantqmime behind her back for
Johns benefit the good shaking she longed to

Cowslip improved By the end of the day
seemed to be a fair probability of her recovery but
when Patrick came at night he thought it best not
to try to move her for the present-

I hope Deborah you wont think it to
fan her all the evening Miss Letitia observed

In the middle of the night Deborah was dimly
conscious of gusts of wind and a storm of rain beat
Ing against the house She remembered that the en
try window was wide open and that the carpet would

soaked but she was too tired to care A blinding
flash of lightning and an almost instantaneous peat
of thunder recalled her sharply to this world

Cowslip she cried The poor dear will die of
coldForgetting her fatigue she hastily flung on her
gray and white outing flannel wrapper and slipping
her bare feet into her rubbers seized a couple ot old
blankets and started for the front door In the
she paused and gave a hurried glance at the umbrella
stand Laura Macauleys sketching umbrella was
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thrust like an unwilling guest in among the Wyatts
trim silk ones

It will spoil the looks of it she said but no
matter It is In good I shall have to get her
another I suppose they are expensive never mind-

I hope she hasnt any tender associations with it
but if she has they must go

Hastily taking the umbrella she unlocked the door
and started for the inclosure The blinding flashes
of lightning enabled her to find her way In the in
tervals of darkness she paused occasionally to rest
When Deborah reached Cowslip at last she draped
the blankets over her and planted the sketching

firmly In the ground It was large enough to
keep off most of the rain

There poor dear I have done my level for
you she said If you die It will not be my respon-
sibility

Meanwhile one member after another of the
household was awakened by the peals of thunder

Deborah Letitia called to her stater the entry J

window is open
There was no answer Deborah always looked after

the windows but as it wa evident that she wa
asleep Letitia rose reluctantly and went to shut R
herself The rain was beating in violently a d
splashed on her face and hands

Lucy in her pale blue wrapper came softly
I am afraid to be up in the third atery U

alone In this awful storm she confessed as sloe
sought the safe harbor of Deborahs room

Come In to me dear said Letitia
Lucy was standing on the threshold of Deboras

doorDeborah isnt there she exclaimed
Nonsense Of course she is there she la aSteen
Come and see for yourself

The two sisters looked at the crumpled
and at the pillow with iU recent indeiitatfont aad
then at each other jt-

I believe she has gone out to the mW e-

Utla She will take her death of coW Rt OW
Lucy and see if Laura Macauleys umbrella is In the
stand-

I dont dare go I am afraid of the lightning
MJ s Letitia went down a few steps and oWed over

the balusters It isnt there she said
Esther opened her door at that moment I want

a little society she remarked John la aalee
Fancy sleeping through such a thunderstorm

Where do you suppose your Aunt Deborah is
asked Miss Letitia

In bed I hope
Out on the hillside with Cowslip I dont InMeva

she would care if site were struck and killed 1C nix
that miserable cow escaped I wish she had its much
consideration fer her family as she has for awtaMie
Now of course somebody will have to go out Laid
get her in

I win wake John said Esther
Her voice made a gentle accompaniment Ute

storm They could not hear what she said aUbottgh
the door was ajar but above the sound of the tem-
pest came an exclamation in Johns deep bean that
sounded suspiciously like Damn that cow

Presently he came out still grumbling equipped in
his oldest clothes

You had better take the lantern advised Mtes
Letitia from her room The lantern is in the
closet cupboard the right hand cupboard the
middle shelf

A terrific peal of thunder drowned the close of leer
remarks and John plunged downstairs and out into
the storm trusting to the lightning to guide his slaps

How terrible it would be if one of them should be
struck Lucy suggested with a little shiver as die
crouched down on her sisters bed Esther went in te
see how the children and the baby were faring They
were peacefully sleeping It took more than a Utilettog like a thunderstorm to wake them

fanwhn Miss Deborah having fulfilled her dtttr-
in UM station in life to which she had been called
was slowly making her way homeward Her I
nfWet wre filed wkfe wate which died o

ains on i barefeet with every step
took SIte was drenched to th shin but was sitwarm she enjoyed it In fat the
adventure was one that appealed to her daring
After two or three brilliant flashes of lightning thug
was a period of Ethiopian darkness through whlclt
she struggled toward the beacon lights of the IMHWS
Presently a shadowy form rose at her side

Mills Deborah had a stout heart but the apparition
of a man at midnight in her garden gave her a fright
She steadied her voice however and inquired

What are you doing at this time of night
when all respectable people are in their beds

Upon my word I like that answered John
voice What am I doing at this time of night 1C
all respectable people were in their bed I silouldnt
have had this wild goose chase but my wife instated
on my going after you

I am so relieved to find it is you John Poor
It was a shame for them to send you out Le

tttia can never learn that I am old enough to take
care of myself The cow is getting on all ligrtet X
revered her up In two thick blankets and pdt Laura
Macauleys umbrella over her and I think

Oh confound the cow The question to hw are
you getting on It is an awful night for t e
out You ought to have rheumatic fever or jmettmo-
nia as a sequel to this e c padg

I have never done what was expected of jtte Inmy whole life John and I ant not likely to begin
age

Miss Deborah a true prophet She did not
even have a cold as a consequence of her adventure
Miss Deborah observed briskly It Is hard you cant
have the comfort of saying 1 told yap so and Wheat
will you ever learn not to do such crazy

I am thankful you havent made yourself iU deer
returned Mies Letitia but it was just as crazy a
thing for you to do l

Well I dont care I am as strong as a toree and
there is no reason why I do cry tbiagav
I mean to do crazier and crazier things Letltla I
think it is time I had my fling And I aceomfiMBliecl
my object Cowslip Is getting wen

I have no doubt she would have got well In nay
event said Miss Letitia
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IN AL TRAPPED POKER GAME
<

New York Sun
The dusk had deepened into dark-

ness and tho first snow of the season
was driving across the prairie before
half a gale from the northwest when
a man rode a tired horse up to the door
of Pietros roadhous on the old Fort
Snelling road He came neither by way
of the Minneapolis trail nor by that
from St Paul but straight across the

country where there were in
those days bothersome fences

Pietro himself came to the door when
he heard the sound of the hoofs and
seeing who his visitor was he gave a
long low of much
astonishment but said nothing The
other man merely nodded and waved
his hand inquiringly toward the door
but the fat little Italian shook his head
vigorously and pointed to the corner of
the house whereupon the other led his
horse around to the stable and entered
the house from the rear

He was met again by the host who
signified by a gesture the direction for
him to take and escorted him to a
room upstairs Not until after they
were inside the room and the door was
locked was a word spoken

What does it began Pietro but
the other interrupted-

Get me somethingto eat I had five
minutes to got away last night and I
made straight for the open I dared
not go anywhere else and I would not
come here till dark I have not eaten
for hours-

It seamed to be true for when food
and wino were brought he ate as if
fanil8h rl while Petro sat by in silence
till h had patisflM himself At length
ho Icinrd ba k lighted the cigar which
Pierto handed him and said

no
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Well the game is up That Mars
den that you warned us against must
have split for the officers left St Paul
a dark and got to my place at 10
oclock Bob was on the lookout and
we went different ways He struck for
the woods but Im going down the
river If I can get away

Did you save any of the stuff
We hadnt a minute I tell you

said the stranger with an oath Ive
got a few hundred in my pooket but
not over fifty In good money Youll
have to help me out

They havent traced you here
Pletros English was remarkable

4 No You enough even If
they had Its a public house But I
threw them off all right unless they can
follow a trail through a mile and a half
of water It Is a question of
gettlps away from here Ill have to
stay for a few days

nodded
And the plant he asked
1 saw a blaze behind me two hours

I left Jf they burned the house I
reckon they didnt leave much of any
thing else over and above what they
took for evidence

Too bad too bad said Pletrb
Well it was a good game while it

lasted
Yes and you got the most of it

growled the other
Come now said Pietro with sud

don Vfciousness in his tone I wIll
not stand that from you Jack Brady-
or any other man You had same
chance I had and you handled as much
of the stuff If you have nothing it is
because you are a fool If I have some
thing It is because I know enough to

what I get
Brady started nervously when he
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heard his name called but he made no
protest

Oh its all right of course Plerto
he said somgjivhat surlily but still with
an effort at conciliation But you will
help me outhe added

Pietro nodded again
Of course he said But you must

stay in the room for a few days till
see your chance They will looking
for you And a curious smile wa rw
his face as he spoke

What are you grinning at ex
claimed Brady in a sudden fury

Easy now easy said Pietro I
was only thinking how quickly my
place be ruined if the secret
service people knew you were hiding
here

Well you have a queer sense of hu
mor said Brady Irritably You
wouldnt find it so funny If you were
the manthey were looking for

Pietro made no reply but after he
had left the room his smile grew more
pronounced Brady however could
know nothing of that and throwing
himself on the bed he slept for eighteen
hours

Thereafter for nearly a week the fu-
gitive lived in hiding For the first few
days he was patient enough but he
then grew restive and tormented Pietro
every time he saw him with sugges
tions that a speedy departure was the
brightest of his hopes

1 should want to get me-
away said Brady again and again
but all Pietro would say in reply was

You go too soon you will surely be
caught Patience will be well

If he had any private Information of
the search that was being made for
of the most skillful counterfeiters In
the country he said nothing about It
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But he took pains to tell Brady withgreat delight what all the country
knew by that time that the secretserv
ice men were hunting for him vigor-
ously

Only when it came about thatthnewspapers advertised a lar e reward
for his detection the daily paperthat
came regularly to his place was cu-
riously enough missing before it
reached Bradys room And if sfry
servant around the place ca-
pable of carrying news he weald not
have remained in b

Early in the evening of that day he
entered Bradys room and said

You are a good poker player
You ought to know said Xcady

with a short laugh Youve Seen
play But that is like a good niany
other accomplishments of nMne ikdly
to grow rusty If I stay trooped iu In
this room much longer I wouldnt
mind having a good time tpnlght Why
do you come In here and of such
things

The two did not talk the conventional
crooks language Both wereman of
some education and had bean clever
enough to avoid the habit

Because said Pietro you
play tonight If you choose and I think
there Is a chance for you to make big
winnings Dreyfurth is here With
three friends from down the river I
never sun them before are all
right if they friends of his

They had dinner before they
but they have ordered a
lit 12 and are playing cards In a pri-
vate room in the meantime TheY dont
like a fourhanded game and they
want another player If I will Introduce
him so they be certain he is
Ann the fat scoundrel chuckled

Would you like me to in ro uce
you
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It was a strong temptation for Bra
dy wasas he had Intimated one of the
cleverest card manipulators that could-
b found in the west but he hesitated
Dreyfurth was all right He was a
AKelltado merchant with known

proclivities so that there was
nothing strange about his being there
but the three strangers were doubtful-

Do you think they are safe he de-
manded and Pietro replied that they
wo kld hardly be there with Dreyfurth
K they were not
was thoroughpaced gambler so he
agreed without much demur and was
speedily introduced to the party as

Mr freeman cf Winona who was
looking at some property in the neigh
borhood with the idea of buying if it
sjulted him

The others seems satisfied and he
was ntade welcome in true western
style The game was already in pro-
gress and buying a stack Of chips from
Pietro he sat in The stack was 50
and he was informed that the game
was table stakes

With 200 In sight that he might win
and the prospect of considerable more
in the neighborhood he resolved to
play carefully for a time and plunge
later on Therefore when he found
himself with a flush in his hand
after half an hour of uneventful play
and Dreyfurth opened a jackpot for 5
he come In without raising

The next man whom they called
tevens trailed and the other two laid
down One of them an awkwardlook
lng fellow named Nichols was dealing
and he dealt Dreyfurth two cards ou

Brady stood pat as
to of pours a and Stevens tooK three

Dr jy urth threwin a white chip and j

whereupon Stevens threw down hi

I
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a
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cards When the showdown came the
others stared and Brady laughed-

I could have got more on that hand
couldnt I he said carelessly Oh
well whats the difference It isnt-
a professional

The effect seemed to be good There
had ben no show of suspicion before
that but if there had no one would be
likely to continue suspicious of a man
who played such a game of poker as
that

There were some big hands on hi
deal however Stevens opened It un
der the gun on a pant straight Nichols
raised on him three1 tens Simmons
trailed

Dreyfurth raised again on aces up
and Brady trailed It was no place for
Stevens to go bacK on a straight but
he made good

On the draw Stevens stood pat Nich-
ols drew to the strength of his hand
and caught another ten Simmons took
one and didnt better Dreyfurth caught-
an ace to his aces up and Brady stood

chipped Nichols raised him
10 Simmons dropped Dreyfurth came

back with his pile Brady stayed It
seemed as if he knew that Nichols
would force the playing

Stevens dropped His straight was
too small to stand two raises and a
stayer And Nichols said

Its too bad were playing table
tak s Id like to win money on this

handTake
oft if you like said

Dreyfurth indifferently and Nichols
looked at Brady inquiringly

Brady appeared to hesitate but fin
ally said Well take It off If youve
got me beat I might as well stop now

Accordingly Nicola opened his wal
let and laid a hundreddollar bill in the
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pot Hundred better he be
had matched Dreyfurths
his own pile

Two hundred better than yoga stfMDreyfurth producing the money
Brady appeared to hesitate Fina y

be said I reckon Ill blot you and
he pulled a large roll of twenties and
fifties from his pocket and counted out
five hundred

The others were watching him
but that was natural and being

serenely confident in his four queens
he thought merely that they were

over his play It was therefore
a matter of considerable surprise to
him to find himself looking into the
muzzle of a bulldog revolver held by
Nichols who no longer looked as awk-
ward as he had while Simmons was
carefully examining some of the bills
he had put into the pot

Im afraid Ill have to hold you Mr
Freeman till you can tell me where to
find Jack Brady drawled Nichols
Yousee weve come on from the cast

to look for him and you seem to have
some of his goods with you And
Simmons nodded

Bradys hands had gone up promptly-
and he said nothing while Simmons put
the bracelets on As they left the house
however he turned to Pierto and said
with a snarl

If this is your doing Ill kill you for
it some day

But Plerto protested before high
i heaven that he was as much surprised
I
as anyone could be and the detectives
corroborated him Nevertheless after-

i the others had driven away there was
the same sort of evil smile on his race
that there had been the night Brady
came to his house
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